




BUYING SEX IS A CRIME 

Most prostitution is street-ievei, pimp-controiied prostitution, and pros¬ 
titutes often report being raped or assauited by sex buyers or “Johns.” 
Experts estimate that 80% of prostitutes soiicit sex before they turn 18, and 
many Johns don’t reaiize that most prostitutes faii within the definition of 
“victims of sex trafficking.” 

Since 2011, Cook County-initiated stings have ied to the arrest of more 
than 6,600 sex buyers. The increase in arrests and associated penaities 
reflects iaw enforcement’s shift in focus to criminaiize sex buyers instead of 
prostitutes. 


A CAUTIONARY TALE 

A Chicago man traveied to an Aurora hotei to meet a woman who he 
thought was the mother of a 15-year-oid giri. He gave the giri’s “mother” 
$150 in exchange for sexuai favors from the giri. He was one of eight men 
who were arrested by Homeiand Security and iocai poiice and convicted of 
severai feionies. He was sentenced to six years in prison. 


CONSEQUENCES OF BUYING SEX 

A recent report found that 83% of sex buyers surveyed considered buy¬ 
ing sex an addiction, 53% purchased sex severai times a week, and 49% 
purchased sex from more than 15 women. 

if you are convicted for buying sex, you may be required to register as a 
sex offender, especiaiiy if the prostitute is under 18 years oid. 

A registered sex offender is required to: 

• register with your iocai government officiais and pay 
an annuai fee of $100; 

• report personai information to authorities, inciuding your address, 
piace of empioyment, and information about your internet use; and 

• maintain a 500 foot distance from schoois and stay off pubiic park 
property. 


CIVIL PENALTIES FOR BUYING SEX 

Under Illinois law, victims of sex trafficking have several civil remedies 
available to them under the Predator Accountability Act, the Illinois Gender 
Violence Act, and the Illinois Child Sexual Abuse Act. These laws allow the 
court to order you to pay the victim for: 

• his or her attorney’s fees; 

• economic losses, including loss of past and future earnings; and 

• personal injury, including pain and suffering, 
disease, and impotency 

Additionally, the court can order you to pay punitive damages to the 
prostitute. There is no cap on the amount of punitive damages a jury can 
award in Illinois. 

CRIMINAL CHARGES AND PENALTIES FOR 
BUYING SEX 

If you are arrested for buying sex, you may be charged with the following 
crimes and face the following penalties: 

• Soliciting a Sexual Act or Patronizing a Prostitute, for which you 
may be charged with a Class A Misdemeanor or a Class 4 Felony. 
Punishment: up to one year in jail or one-to-three years in prison 
and fines up to $2,500. 

• Promoting Prostitution, for which you may be charged with 
a Class 3 or 4 Felony. 

Punishment: one-to-five years in prison. 

• Cook County Public Nuisance Ordinance, which includes 
soliciting a prostitute in person, through the internet, electronic 
media, or print media. 

Punishment: fine of $500-$1,000. 

• Vehicle Impoundment, if your motor vehicle was used in the 
commission of the above offenses. 

Punishment: fine of up to $1000. 



Disclaimer: This information is provided as a pubiic service and is not meant to be a 
substitute for iegai advice, if you have any iegai questions piease contact our ciinic or 
an attorney. 


We engage students, professors, and graduates in pro bono practice, thereby providing legal services 
to the community. The Pro Bono Program & Clinic allows students to develop the necessary skills and 
values that form the basis of pro bono service and the sound practice of law. 
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